
The 24th edition of the Mission Inn’s Festival 
of Lights kicked off November 25th with 
the lighting 
c e r e m o n y 
drawing a 
crowd of ap-
proximate-
ly 80,000.  
The city 
e s t i m a t e s 
500,000 people attended the six-week cele-
bration, which ended January 7th.  The focal 

point is the 
M i s s i o n 
Inn Hotel 
& Spa’s 
n e a r l y 
5-mil l ion 
lights and 
hundreds 
of animat-

ed figures, including pandas, angels, 
elves and carolers, as well as a 19’ 
Christmas tree in the main lobby.  

This year an old-fashioned, 36-an-
imal carousel was added on Main 
Street between Mission Inn and Uni-
versity Avenues 
and a 75-foot 
Ferris wheel 
was installed at 
Main and 9th 
Streets to help 

make up for the ab-
sence of the popular 
ice skating rink, miss-
ing this year because 
of a city construction project.  It is due to 
return for the 2017 festival.  A new train ride 
attraction for youngsters weaved around the 

pedestrian mall in 
front of City Hall 
near where St. Nick 
held court to hear 
Christmas wishes. 

Festival of Lights Features
article by Sue Bartel

photos by Sue Bartel &
Katherine EvansNew Attractions  
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The sweetest attraction, however, was the 
gingerbread village staged in three areas 

in the lobby of the hotel.  Featured in the 
displays was a church with stained glass win-
dows, a train station and train, an ice rink 
with skaters, and even a replica of Casey’s 
Cupcakes shop.  Pastry chef David Blaine 
said it took more than two months to bake, 
assemble and decorate the village.  

Returning to the annual holiday event were 
horse-drawn carriage rides, vendor booths, 
an artisans collective, and live music and 
entertainment.  The Mission Inn Foundation 

initiated a new pro-
gram for docents this 
year to meet the tour 
buses as they arrive.  
The City of Riverside 
designated the north-
east corner of Orange 
and 6th Streets as the 
passenger drop-off site.  
Docents leading tours 
were permitted to wear 
costumes representa-

tive of distinguished 
persons connected 
to the Mission Inn.   
Docents dressed as 
Frank Miller, Mary Ann 
Miller, Henry Hunting-
ton, May Spiller, Eliza 
Tibbets, St. Francis of 
Assisi, and other nota-
ble historical figures.

Eric Beacham as St. Francis

Sue Bartel as May Spiller & 
Robyne Williams as Mary Miller.

hat Is it?! article & photo by Karen Raines
Curator of History

Curator of History, Karen Raines, has taken some of 
the Museum's treasurers uncovered during the Base-
ment History Project and 
is displaying them in the 
Museum.  From August 
2016 through December 
2017, a contest is being 
held encouraging muse-
um visitors to put their 
history detective skills 
to the test!  All visitors 
are welcomed to submit 
a guess as to what the 
mystery object is.  One 
of the correct guesses 
is selected each month 
and the winner receives a 
$50 gift certificate to the 
Mission Inn Museum store.  The object shown here 

once sat on a cabinet that was inside the Glenwood 
Cottages circa 1895.  The Friends of the Mission Inn 

purchased the artifact and 
gave it to the Mission Inn 
Foundation.  Different 
businesses were adver-
tised on the two rectan-
gular plates.  There are 
also places to store pens, 
pencils, and matchbooks.  
Other artifacts that have 
been part of the contest 
include a wooden tem-
ple drum from Japan, a 
cast iron ladle that once 
belonged to the River-
side Police Department, a 
wooden oxen bell, and a 

bamboo fishing weir.



About 4,000 people pounded the pavement in 
downtown Riverside for the 39th annual Mission 
Inn Run on November 13th.  Runners participat-
ed in three races: a 5K 
run/walk, 10K run and 
a half-marathon.  Fam-
ilies were encouraged 
to have their children 
participate in the 1K or 

half-K races and the Fit-
ness Expo.  The courses 
wound through historic 
parks, sites and neigh-
borhoods in historic Riv-
erside, as well as part of 
the Santa Ana River 

Trail, making a picturesque occasion for partic-
ipants and spectators alike.  The signature event 
kicked off on Saturday, November 12th, with the 
two-day Clark’s Nutrition Health & Fitness Expo 
offering pre-registration, packet pick-up, and a 
CrossFit competition.  The fair featured demon-
strations, vendor booths, and live music on Main 
Street.  Grove Community Church sponsored a 
Kid’s Fitness Expo.  
Sunday was race 
day!  The Health & 
Fitness Expo con-
tinued, and at the 
Finish Line Festival, 
awards went to the 
overall fastest male 
and female runners 
in each race and 
the top three male 
and female fin-
ishers in each age 
division.  Numerous 
Mission Inn Foundation docents volunteered to 
help produce this weekend event, which is one 
of the biggest fundraisers of the year for the MIF.

article and photos by Sue Bartel

At the finish line

Awards stage

Docents Frank Cattern &
Janelle Bahr-Crow

Runners checking their time

Superheros at Kids Fitness Fair

Docent Kay Beach 
finished 10K

39th YEAR and STILL RUNNING



On Saturday, October 8th, 
15 docents, volunteers, 
and Youth Ambassadors 
enjoyed a private, behind-
the-scenes tour of River-
side’s Center for Social Jus-
tice & Civil Liberties.  The 
Center is located in a historical building that is now 
part of Riverside Community College’s (RCC) Centen-
nial Plaza. 

Interim Director MJ Abraham began the tour in the 
downstairs Plaza level exhibit space.  The main exhibit 
on display is Riverside Stories.  This exhibit features 
seven local individuals and families whose brave 
actions “resonated across the nation.”  The people fea-
tured include the Harada family, who challenged the 
Alien Land Act; Frank Johnson, an African American 
who fought to integrate public swimming pools; 
Rupert and Jeanette Costo, advocates for Native Amer-
ican rights; Johnny Sotelo, a Navy Veteran who was 
the first Mexican American elected to Riverside’s City 
Council; Frank Miller, Master of the Mission Inn; Tomás 
Rivera, a proponent for migrant worker rights who 
became the first Mexican American chancellor of UC, 
Riverside; and Miné Okubo, a renowned Japanese 
American artist who was the first internee to document 
that experience.  

In the main level exhibit space, docent Michiko 
Yoshimura led the group through the acclaimed Miné 
Okubo Collection. Okubo, a Riverside native, was 

educated at Irving  
Elementary School, Poly 
High School, and RCC.  
She also received a de-
gree from UC, Berkeley.  
In 1942, she was interned 
with her brother first at 
Tanforan Assembly Cen-
ter in San Bruno and then 

Topaz Relocation Camp in Utah.  In 1946, after her 
internment, Okubo published Citizen 13660, which 

documented the daily indignities Japanese and Japa-
nese American internees experienced.  The compelling 
book includes Okubo’s sketches, observations, and 
commentary. 

The featured artwork includes pieces from both RCC’s 
collection and privately owned items belonging to the 
Okubo family.  Walking through the exhibit, one ex-
periences Okubo’s transformation as an artist.  There 
are paintings, water colors, sketches, and commercial 
work, some possess a cartoon-like quality while others 
are abstract. Topics include internment camps, travel, 
cats, and commercial illustrations for Time, Life, and 
Fortune magazines. Okubo’s works reflect a curious, 
self-aware artist. Okubo died in 2001 and bequeathed 
most of her artwork and papers to her alma mater: RCC.  

The final stop on the tour was in the Center’s 
Archival Room. In addition to Okubo’s artwork, 
the Center also stewards a number of correspon-
dence, photographs, and other paper material  

from Okubo’s life, in-
cluding certificates she 
received at Poly High 
School.  Interim Director 
Abraham was proud to 
announce the Center 
had just acquired 70 
never before seen pieces 
of artwork, which are 
currently being invento-

ried. Abraham hopes in the near future to exhibit some 
of the newly acquired art work as well as works that 
have been in storage.

The Center for Social Justice & Civil Liberties is open 
free of charge on Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m. They also participate in Arts Walk, where they 
show short movies related to social justice and civil 
rights struggles. If you are interested in volunteering for 
the Center, please contact them at (951) 222-8846.

Source: Center for Social Justice & Civil Liberties

Behind-the-Scenes Tour
The Center for Social Justice & Civil Liberties

article by Karen Raines, Curator of History
photos by Connie Nolan

Have you moved, changed your phone  
number, email address, or last name? Please 
check your personal profile on VSP and make 

sure the Foundation has your most current 
information.  You don’t want to miss out on 
anything.  

lease pdate Your  VSP



Entering the spectacularly decorated 
Mission Inn hotel lobby put everyone in a holiday mood even 

before the party started!  The annual docent and volunteer gala 
was held December 12th.

       The prestigious Raincross Master Chorale of Riverside 
provided this year’s entertainment.  Twenty-nine members of the 65-voice chorale, including MIF 

docents Michael Bussee and Liz Reid, accompanied by the choir’s organist, sang seasonal songs we 
all know, as well as some new to us.  The group sings at churches and events and also focuses on 

philanthropy and outreach, giving to student vocalists through a scholarship program. 

The fête was enjoyed by all 
who attended.  Credit goes to 
the Special Events Committee, 
chaired by Jennifer Dickerson, 
who arranged this evening of 

good cheer.

The festivity is one we all look forward to,  
as it gives us the chance to dine, socialize, and be entertained in the Grand Parisian 

Ballroom.  As the event occurred during the Mission Inn Foundation’s 40th anniversary 
celebration, the color scheme was ruby.  

DIT Michael Crosby 

Ursula Dubé 

Robyne Williams 

Cora Lee Brown

 Dottie Smith

Eileen CurtisJohn McDonald

Holiday
Gala

article and photos 
by Sue Bartel



Louis Phillips  (1829 - 1900)

Uncle Billy  (1808 - 1885)

SPADRA ———-     Once a Center of Activity article by Anne E. Collier1

 Spadra, the first American settlement in the 
Pomona Valley, was situated on the southern portion 
of Rancho San Jose. Located about 30 miles east of 
Los Angeles, it was one of the oldest towns in the east-
ern part of Los Angeles County. 
The town’s beginnings can be 
traced to 1866 when Louis 
Phillips purchased 12,000 
acres of Ricardo Vejar’s original 
portion of the Rancho San Jose.  
An affluent ranching and farm-
ing community, Spadra was 
known for its sheep ranches 
and acres of barley, wheat, 
corn, and potatoes.  
 William W. Rubottom, known affectionately 
as “Uncle Billy,” was the first to purchase land from 
Phillips and settle in the area. Rubottom, who had 
emigrated from Arkansas soon after the gold rush, ini-

tially settled in the El Monte 
area where he owned a small 
farm. After losing his property 
in a land dispute, he moved to 
the Rancho Cucamonga where 
he operated a stage-stop. At 
various times, Rubottom also 
owned the stage stop along 
the Butterfield Overland Route 
in Temescal Canyon.2  So, with 
Louis Phillips’ urging, Rubot-

tom moved his stage operations from “Cocomunga” 
and built a tavern and horse-changing station on the 
Los Angeles to San Bernardino road which connected 
with the Butterfield Overland route. His tavern was a 
popular stopping place and rooms were soon added 
for overnight guests. 
 Acting as its postmaster, Rubottom petitioned 
to have the new settlement named San Jose after the 
Rancho land on which it sat. However, a town with 
that name already existed.  Instead, he chose to name 
it after his hometown of Spadra Bluffs, Arkansas. 
Settled primarily by Southerners who Rubottom knew 
in the El Monte area, this created a close-knit com-
munity. It also, however, encouraged a distrust of 
government and taxes, thus the village never voted to 
incorporate as a city. 
 Many notable early Los Angeles-area pioneers 
called Spadra home. In addition to Louis Phillips and 
“Uncle Billy” Rubottom, the First Baptist Church of 
Pomona can trace its origins to Spadra. In 1870, Rich-
ard C. Fryer, one of the first ordained Baptist ministers 

in California, organized the Spadra Baptist Church. 
The church was moved to Pomona in 1884. 
 Another prominent resident, Los Angeles 
Sheriff and California Senator Alvin T. Currier, also 
called Spadra home. Both he and Louis Phillips were 
so successful in their business dealings that each had 
an eponymously named “block” in downtown Los 
Angeles.
 In early 1874, the Southern Pacific Railroad 
completed its lines into Spadra.  For a year it was the 
terminus where stages from the East met the railway 
from Los Angeles3.   In addition, the depot was used 
by the increasing traffic of freighters driving their ore 
from the Panamint mines. Its proximity to the road to 
Anaheim should not be overlooked; in 1960, Spadra 
Road was renamed Harbor Boulevard. 
 At its peak, Spadra boasted the railroad depot, 
blacksmith, general store, hotel, saloons, churches, 
and a two-story schoolhouse which also doubled as 
a social and entertainment center. A constable, paid 
by the residents, was hired to keep the peace. His job 
was to deal with vagrants and various disturbances. 
He himself was involved in a shooting affray, killing a 
minister of the Christian Church during a saloon alter-
cation.
 The extension of the railroad into Pomona, 
followed by the terminus built into Colton in 
1875, moved business development east and 
eventually sent Spadra into decline. In 1964, 
the City of Pomona annexed the unincorporated 
settlement of Spadra due to concerns about the in-
corporation of the City 
of Industry and the City 
of Walnut. Today, little 
remains of the once  
thriving agricultural 
community.  The Phillips 
Mansion, the first brick 
home in the Valley, still 
stands tall as a monument to the place’s former glory. 
Also, the remains of several of Spadra’s pioneering 
families are buried in the Spadra cemetery.

(Reprinted from the Newsletter of the Associated Historical 
Societies of Los Angeles County)

Submitted by Steve Lech

1 Anne E. Collier is the Curator of the Cultural and Natural History 
Collections at the University of La Verne.
2 This is currently the location of the Glen Ivy Hot Springs resort.
3 This is why the Miller family only came as far as Spadra when they 
took the train from Los Angeles in October, 1874



article and photos by Kanani Hoopai
Curator of Education

Docent Training commenced this September with a 
wonderful group of new trainees. Welcome, Carol, 
Michael, Shirley, Debbie, Jennifer, Norma, Kerry, 
Patricia, Nancee, Robin, Sandie, Peggy, and Margaret! 
Weekly classes continue to present historical topics 

related to 
Mission Inn, 
R iver s ide ,  
and regional 
history with 
p r e s e n t a -
tions by 
Steve Lech, 
W a l t e r 
Parks, and 

Jerry Gordon. In addition, a presentation by Executive 
Director Steve Spiller recounted the development and 
founding of the Mission Inn Foundation in 1976 through 
today (which is even more relevant now as we cele-
brate our 40th anniversary this year). Raymond Dunn 
and members of the mentor committee led a presenta-
tion and walk-through covering the important role of a 
tour Assist to prepare trainees for the Festival of Lights. 
In addition, training has also discussed methods of tour 
development and practice. Trainees served as tour as-
sists during the Festival of Lights. Training class will re-
sume the first week of January with Maurice Hodgen’s 
presentation on Frank Miller. Docent training is truly 
the sum of many talented individuals. Thank you to our 
new trainees, presenters, and current docents who have 
participated in docent training this year!

In addition to a new class of Docents-in-Training, we 
also have a new class of Youth Ambassadors. Now in 
its fourth year, the 
Youth Ambassador 
program continues 
to develop and cul-
tivate a high school 
audience dedicat-
ed to learning and 
sharing the history 
of the Mission Inn 
and Riverside. Youth 
Ambassadors lead family-friendly exterior tours of the 
Mission Inn, volunteer at Foundation and communi-
ty events including the Mission Inn Run and the 9/11 
Day of Service, and participate in monthly planning 
meetings. Welcome Youth Ambassador Class of 2016: 

Connor, Olivia, 
Kalei, Hailey, 
Rachel, Steven, 
Bailey, Ben, and 
Mako! We are 
also delighted 
to have the fol-
lowing returning 
Youth Ambassa-

dors: Michael, Armen, Seda, Ryan, Clara, Hannah, and 
Caroline! Thanks to the support of local Rotary Clubs, 
Youth Ambassadors are now easily recognized wearing 
their new polo shirts!

Walter Parks discusses Mission Inn architecture

A Youth Ambassador leads tour

Youth Ambassadors’ 9/11 Day of Service

QUARTERLY EYE ON EDUCATION 

Hardcopies of current issues of the INNsider 
are available upon request by MIF Docents, Vol-
unteers, and Board Members.  Contact Heather 

Ford in the Foundation office at 951-781-8241, 
or email her at , 
and ask to be put on the mailing list.  

ant a Hard opy of the INNsider?

Docents spend many hours volunteering, whether it is 
helping out in the museum, special events, docent forums, 
mentoring, sitting on various committees, special projects, 
etc. We are looking for that special person who goes 
above and beyond the expectations of a docent. Nomi-
nees must be active docents in good standing or emeritus 
docents. Previous recipients of this award are not eligible. 
The DOTY committee will begin accepting nominations 
for Docent-of-the-Year in January. Nomination forms are 
available in the museum and can also be found through 

the All Access website at .,

, 2017.  They must be returned or 
mailed to the Mission Inn Museum.

Nominees will be selected in February and voting will take 
place in March. Secret ballots will be sent out to eligible 
voters at that time.

Susan Wassman,  Chair, DOTY Selection Committee 

Docent-of-the-Year Nominations Open



The following has been condensed and was taken from 
the second Riverside Historical Society Journal, courtesy 
of Steve Lech.  Joyce C. Vickery was a local historian in 
the 1970s and 1980s, a contemporary of Joan Hall and 
Esther Klotz.  She passed away in 2010. 

During the 1920s the idea of a dry America, one 
denied access to intoxicating beverages by consti-
tutional law, quickly proved to be but an illusion for 
most of the country. Historians of the prohibition 
movement are inclined to suggest that such suc-
cess as prohibition enjoyed occurred only in those 
communities, like Riverside, which were legally 
and ideologically dry well before the establish-
ment of the Eighteenth Amendment. A closer look, 
however, at the activities and performance of those 
locally in authority – law enforcement officers and 
political leaders – will indicate that even in such 
communities predisposed to eschewing the con-
sumption of alcohol the prohibition statute proved 
almost impossible to enforce effectively.

Riverside’s geographical location in the state con-
tributed to its difficulties with regard to prohibition, 
for two of California’s major industries provided 
strong, organized opposition. Viticulture and vini-
culture, grapes and wine, were commercial activi-
ties as early as 1840, especially in and around San 
Bernardino and Riverside. By 1916 the total annual 
wealth stemming from grapes and wine amounted 
to $30 million and, well before the enactment of 
the Eighteenth Amendment of 1920, 15,000 Cali-
fornians were employed in these industries.1  The 
second industry with a built-in antipathy to dry sen-
timents was tourism. Southern California in partic-
ular served as a magnet for tourists from the eastern 
states as well as from foreign countries. A bene-
ficiary of the popularity of the region as a tourist 
haven was Riverside’s own Mission Inn whose dis-
tinguished visitors included members of the royal 
families of Europe.2  The tourists from the chilly East 
and sophisticated, urbane Europe were seeking re-
laxation, not reform. Hoteliers throughout the state 
   recognized this and so saw prohibition as a 

serious constraint on the success of their businesses. 
Frank Miller, owner of the Mission Inn and a staunch 
temperance man who claimed never to have taken 
a drink over a bar in his life, epitomized those who 
faced a serious conflict between their personal pref-
erences and their business survival.

Southern California’s overall population consisted 
of largely homogenous immigrants as compared to 
that of the northern part of the state. In this regard, 
Riverside might actually be considered the typical 
Southern California dry community. Founded in 
1870 as a colony for “intelligent, industrious and 
enterprising people”3 whose thrift and dedication 
would help promote the general communal wel-
fare, Riverside drew its original settlers primarily 
from the Midwest and New England. These areas 
were the very heart of the late nineteenth century 
temperance movement and such sentiments 
accompanied the new Riverside residents. In 
particular, they were concerned with the impact 
of public drunkenness and the presence of saloons 
on the quality of community life. It is no surprise 
that their sentiments prevailed throughout the 
subsequent decades, at least until the increase in 
population and individual mobility, which be-
gan in earnest in the 1920s, began to dilute their 
political, economic, and social influence in the 
community.

Evidence of this influence is varied and significant. 
It includes citizen endorsement of temperance 
both in 1883 and later in 1920 and the amassing 
of a $10,000 fund by the well-organized chapter 
of the Women’s Christian Temperance Union to 
support dry candidates for state office.4  By 1910 
a strong campaign for statewide temperance laws 
had gained momentum from an alliance between 
       prohibitionists and progressives who were seek-
ing reform in local and state government. Part of the 
incentive for such laws was the failure of high 
license fees and active enforcement of liquor 
control ordinances on a township level to satisfac-
torily control the misuse of intoxicating beverages.

PROHIBITION IN A DRY TOWN: 
Some Contending Forces article by Joyce C. Vickery



       Indeed, by the time the state-wide campaign was 
underway, Riverside had already passed fourteen 
separate ordinances severely limiting the sale and 
use of liquor. The culmination of these local efforts 
was Ordinance #49, passed on April 6, 1908, which 
was actually a temperance rather than a prohibition 
law in that it permitted sale of alcohol for medical 
purposes and allowed hotels with more than forty 
rooms to serve wine or liquor with meals.5 

Yet almost from the outset Riverside was more dry 
by law and public sentiment than in actuality. The 
local laws were strict, but they were also disobeyed 
virtually from the town’s incorporation in 1883. 
Unlicensed saloons and illegal stills were a fact of 
life in the 1890s; prominent citizens were arrested 
for illegal winery operations in 1894; and in 1912 
a mayor hired two women detectives to catch the 
prestigious Victoria Club serving illegal alcohol.6 
 
One might anticipate that the effectuation of the 
Eighteenth Amendment on January 17, 1920, lend-
ing the weight and prestige of the federal govern-
ment to alcohol regulation, would intensify the dry 
orientation of the town. Enforcement, however, 
continued to be a thorny and perplexing problem. 
For one thing, the ability of localities to enforce 
effectively the Eighteenth Amendment was great-
ly dependent upon the passage of a state enforce-
ment act which would enable local officers to act in 
cooperation with Federal officers in apprehending 
 and prosecuting violators of the law. Only in 
1922 was the Wright Enforcement Act passed by  
California voters.  

Besides the divided public opinion, Riverside also 
faced a change in both the size and the composition 
     of its populace while feeling with unusual force 

the growing impact of the automobile. Between
1920 and 1930 the city experienced a population 
boom while more than doubling its rate of growth in 
comparison to the preceding decade.7  These new 
immigrants, in the main, did not share the Midwest-
ern temperance sentiments of earlier settlers coming 
as they did from the South, the more densely urban 
areas of the East, and even from other countries. As 
a result, the base of electoral support for rigorous 
enforcement policies, the generation of additional 
personnel, and the provision of necessary funds from 
tax resources of the local government was actually 
narrowing while the population itself was growing.

With the increased use of the automobile came 
an unending series of ordinances designed to en-
able the city to comply with the California State 
Motor Vehicle Act. The records from 1919 to 1928 
show an overall steady increase in the number of 
arrests for violations of the Motor Vehicle Act, while 
paralleling a decrease in the arrests for violations 
of liquor control laws.8  This shift in emphasis 
of law enforcement would seem to have been a 
major factor in the lack of success of the Eighteenth 
Amendment in what was, at least ideologically, pre-
eminently a dry town.

1.  Wendell E. Harmon, “A History of the Prohibition Movement 
     in California,” 1955
2.  DeWitt Hutchings, Handbook of the Mission Inn  
     Riverside, CA, 1940
3.  John W. North, “A Colony for California,” 1870 
4.  City of Riverside, Board of Trustees Minutes, 1883
5.  Riverside City Council Minutes, Book 10, 1908
6.  Riverside Press, Riverside, California, January 12, 1894
7.  From the files of the Riverside Planning Department.
8.  Riverside Municipal Archives, police reports 1920-1928

Photos from the INN
Workers at the Mission Inn enclosing a major sec-
tion of the Bella Trattoria Italian Bistro with glass 
windows and doors on November 19th.  They 
completed the project just in time for the Festival of 
Lights.  Patrons may now choose either temperature 
controlled inside or sidewalk dining to enjoy the 
restaurant’s Southern Italian cuisine.

      photos by Sue Bartel



On Wednesday, September 28th, the Mission Inn Foun-
dation’s newest exhibit, Preserving the Legacy: Birth 
of the Mission Inn Foundation and a National Historic 
Landmark, opened.  The current exhibit launches a 

three-part series 
celebrating the 
Mission Inn Foun-
dation’s 40th An-
niversary.  The sec-
ond exhibit in the 
series, Behind the 
Fence: The Reno-
vation Years, will 

open in March 2017, and the third and final exhibit, 
The Roberts Years, will open in September 2017. 

Preserving the Legacy explores the non-profit’s history 
from 1976 to the present-day.  Featured are the people 

who diligently and tirelessly fought to save the Inn 
during the “in-between” years—in between its glory 
days and its rebirth.  
There are two new 
interactive elements 
to this exhibit: an 
Oral History booth 
and a Memory Wall.  
At the Oral History 
Booth visitors can 
listen to the stories of 
those who were on the ground during many of the Inn’s 
struggles.  The Memory Wall invites visitors and com-
munity members to share their memories of the Mis-
sion Inn, the Foundation, and Riverside.  People can 
share photographs, newspaper clippings, and hand-
written reminiscences. 

Karen Raines (r) discussing the Timeline 
with docents Paul Bricker & Barbara Burns.

Exhibit opening reception

EXHIBIT OPENING:
Preserving the Legacy

article: Karen Raines, Curator of History
photos: MIF Marketing Department

, 2017.  All active docents
with a minimum of 1 year experience in good 
standing and emeritus docents are eligible.  The 
term of office is 3 years.

The Docent Council is the governing and
policy-making body of the Docent Association.  
It consists of 15 voting members.  Meetings 
are held on the second Monday of each month 
(except December) at 7:00 p.m. at the Mission 
Inn.  Docent Council members are expected to 
serve on at least one of the Docent Associa-
tion Standing Committees:  Continuing Educa-
tion, Docent-of-the-Year, Mentor, Newsletter, 
Nominating, Peer Review, Recruitment, Roster, 
Special Events, Sunshine, or Training.

The Docent Association is dedicated to inter-
preting and promoting the cultural and social
significance of the Mission Inn and its collections 
through our tour program.  Serving on the Do-
cent Council is a great opportunity to be involved 

docents.

Applications to serve on the Council should be 
received by the Mission Inn Museum by Tues-

th  2017.  The application form 
is available on the MIF website, www.missionin-

.  Sign in to All Access, then click 
on INNlaws and Appendices; there you will find 
Appendix F, Docent Council Application.  Cop-
ies of the application form will also be available 
in the museum.  Completed applications can be 
returned to the museum or mailed to:
 Mission Inn Museum
 Attn: Nominating Committee
 3696 Main Street,  Riverside CA 92501

Please call me if you have any questions.  I look 
forward to hearing from you.

Ursula Dubé,  Chair, Nominating Committee
951-898-2513

pplications for ocent ouncil eing ccepted



Back in Frank Miller’s day at Riverside’s Mission Inn 
Hotel, the official start of the winter season was the 
first of the year.  Some guests came earlier, but the 
busiest time at the hotel didn’t start until after Christ-
mas.  Christmastime was the last time Miller and his 
employees could enjoy themselves a bit before the 
winter season rush began. 
 
Because the Mission Inn was a nearly constant 
presence in the local Riverside newspapers during 
Miller’s life, it is possible to go back and see what it 
was like at the inn during the Christmas season.  By 
1920, nine years before the Great Depression and at 
the height of its popularity and prosperity under Miller, 
 well-known traditions were in full swing.  Based on 
a description of the inn in an article in the Riverside 
Enterprise on Dec. 25 of that year, the decorations in 
the inn were understated, elegant, but still homey, just 
as Frank Miller wanted it. 

There was a huge crackling fire in the open hearth 
in the inglenook, 
which was lo-
cated to the left 
of the check-in 
desk in the lobby. 

  This small room, 
which is no lon-
ger there, was 
tucked under 
the landing of 

the stairs and was a cozy place to spend a chilly 
winter day.  Great brass bowls of crimson poinsettias 
  were placed on the lobby desk.  The windows in 

the lobby, parlor and dining rooms were hung with 
fragrant balsam wreaths.  Christmas trees were placed 
in the lobby and Music Room.  Another huge Christ-
mas tree was placed in the courtyard in front of the 
inn.  It was electrically lighted and topped with an 
enormous star.

Several years before, Miller had begun a new tra-
dition of putting on a program on Christmas Eve, 
featuring a Nativity play.  The program was put on 
both by and for the employees of the inn and their 
families and was essentially their Christmas celebra-
tion.  The guests staying at the inn were also welcome 
to attend, as were any lucky Riverside residents who 
happened to get a ticket to the production.

In keeping with theme of the hotel as an embodi-
ment of old California, the play in 1920 was called 
“Christmas in an Old Mission.”  The stage of the 
Music Room was arranged to represent the interior of 
an old Franciscan mission.  The production featured 
 two “priests,” Father Juan and Father Pedro, who 
arranged tableaus of children for the “audience” of 
Indians, who had gathered for the play at a mission 
in olden times.  Many students from the Sherman 
Institute in Riverside participated in the production.  
Local newspapers said it was richly costumed.  In 
addition to the play, one portion of the production was 
devoted to singing and another to what was called the 
“charming old Mexico custom of caroling.”

Ever the showman, Frank Miller put on quite 
a production, even if it was primarily for his 
employees.
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BACK IN THE DAY:  Christmas at the Inn, 1920
In those days, the real winter rush occurred after the first of the year

As the alcove where the barber bowl is 
now the main ingress/egress area to the 
Paseo for those working in the Rotunda, as 

tours grouping in that location have caused 
access and safety concerns for the hotel.  As 

such, the Mission Inn Foundation has asked us 
not to stop there.  No exceptions.  This provides 
us with a chance to modify and freshen our tour 

to stop at the St. Francis statue, which is the 
entrance to Kelly’s Spa.

arber owl our S ff imits

There have been incidents where the elevator in 
the Rotunda has been held open by our docent 
assists for several minutes while waiting for the 
lead docent to present that portion of their tour.  

This practice has apparently caused a delay in 
service to hotel guests.  Please do not push the 
button for the elevator until your group is ready 
to descend.

✷  Notice  ✷



Mission Inn Foundation Lecture Series
“The Life and Accomplishments of Clarence Muse”

Join Dr. Norman Towels for a lively discussion about Clarence Muse, the first African American to 

“star” in a film.  You will learn about Muse’s contributions to American film and the Inland Empire. 

February 12, 2017 - 2:30 p.m. - Room TBA  ✧  RSVP at missioninnmuseum.org or call 951-788-9556.

Walk with your fellow docents, volunteers, and historians. 
Hear stories and learn the history of Riverside’s beautiful landmark! 

Saturday, February 4th, 2017 r  8:00 a.m. r  Meet at the Tequesquite Trailhead
To sign up or if  you have any questions please email Jennifer Dickerson, 

Chair, Special Events Committee, at jennidee87@gmail.com.

Hike Up Mt. Rubidoux

Friends of the Mission Inn
The film this year is

March 4th, 2017 at 1:00 p.m.
$20 per person in advance,

A comedy romance starring
Organist Bob Salisbury will be playing

Silent Film Screening
City Lights (1931)

(doors open at 12:00 p.m.)
$25 at the door
Charlie Chaplin
an original score live during the film
Purchase tickets in the Mission Inn Museum

FULL STEAM AHEAD: Travels with Frank Miller
A Mission Inn Foundation Benefit Gala

For the first time in history, the Grand Parisian Ballroom will feature a sensational 
whiskey lounge and champagne with chocolate lounge, heavy hors d’oeuvres, a world 
traveler’s passport for your drink tickets and tasting notes, live entertainment, dancing, 

silent auction, live auction, and much, much more.
February 24th, 2017  p  7:00 pm -11:00 pm  p  $100/ person or $195/ couple
Purchase your tickets at www.MissionInnMuseum.org  or  in the Mission Inn Museum - 788-9556.

Art Tours at the Mission Inn
The first Saturday of every month enjoy a rare opportunity to view 
masterful works of art with a specially trained Art Tour docent. 

9:00 a.m.-10:30 a.m.  February through November 
Upcoming dates: February 4th, 2017  &  March 4th, 2017

Upcoming EvEnts


