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26 Annual Festival of Lights
Illuminates Riverside
th

The
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Mission were on the stage to pull the switch that started it
all. The hotel was inInn Hotel & Spa
and the City of
stantly brightened with
Riverside prefive-million colorful holth
sented the 26
iday lights, followed by
Annual Festival
a full fireworks display.
of Lights beginAbout 75,000 people
were in attendance for
ning November
Photo: Watchara Phomicinda, Press-Enterprise
rd
the opening ceremony
23 , 2018 and
and live concert featurending January 6th, 2019. A North Pole walkway
and falling snow highlighted this year’s theme, Wining the R&B/soul singter Wonderland. The “switch-on” ceremony began er Robin Thicke. New
this year was a life-size
gingerbread house displaying a Casey’s Cupcakes interior theme,
which sat in the hotel
lobby just inside the
main entrance doors.
For the second time
Photo: captured from online video
(previously in 2014),
at 5:00 p.m. on the main stage at the corner of Mis- the Mission Inn’s 2018
sion Inn Avenue and Orange Street. Duane and Kelly Festival of Lights won
Roberts, along with Casey Reinhardt Brown, her the USA Today Readers’
husband Sean, and their two children (the Roberts’ Choice Award for Best Public Lights Display in the
grandchilden), Kensington Kelly and Sean Duane, Nation.

MIF Members Tour Two Sites in Riverside
On November 3rd, 2018, thirty-one participants toured

two sites in Riverside. The field trips were planned by the
Special Events Committee, with assistance from George
Pehlvanian and Nanci Larsen.

Articles & photos: Sue Bartel

Peter J. Weber House

Saint Andrew Orthodox Christian Church

We met at the church, located at 4700 Canyon Crest
Drive, and were welcomed by Father Thomas, our congenial tour guide. The church is dedicated to Saint Andrew,
the First-Called Apostle. The captivating building, modeled after a 13th-century World Heritage Site in Greece,
was completed in 2011, as the first Byzantine-style
Orthodox Christian church in Riverside. Marble stone
is used, both on the inside and outside of the structure.
Much of the iconography in the church, depicting scenes
from Christ’s life,
was hand-painted
by monks. Iconographic
work
continues; while
we were there,
Russian artists
were painting in
the parish funeral
chapel. Sunday services at Saint Andrew, which may
last more than three hours, are often attended by 400
parishioners, with seating for only half that number, as
their Orthodox tradition maintains that standing is the
proper disposition during worship.

Nancy Parrish, Secretary of Old Riverside Foundation,
was our docent at the iconic Weber House, which serves
as the headquarters
for the Foundation.
Peter J. Weber was
chief designer for
the
architectural
firm of G. Stanley
Wilson. He applied
his talents to the InNancy Parrish at left; Courtyard Marriot
ternational Rotunda
looming behind
at the Mission Inn, and many other Wilson projects. The
unusual house, built in the 1930s, is a unique blend of
Moorish, Craftsman, and Art Deco styles and features
handcrafted design details such as hand-carved woodwork. All of the
exterior brick was
reclaimed, and the
broken tiles, which
make up the bathroom mosaic, were
also recycled. Mr.
Weber installed a
solar water heater in 1935 with collector panels made
of automobile windshields. The house, located at 1510
University Avenue, is listed in the National Register of
Historic Places and is a recognized landmark of the City
of Riverside.

BEYOND THE MISSION I NN PART 2:

Frank Miller’s Yosemite Experiment
Article: Emily McEwen, Ph.D.

The following overview is from the presentation by Dr. McEwen given at the Continuing Education for Docents 40th Forum, held at the Mission Inn Hotel & Spa on March 18, 2018. Part
1: Frank Miller’s Indian Village Experiment was published in the July-Sept. 2018 INNsider

Beginning in 1905, Miller expresses interest in building a Yosemite hotel. At this time,
there were limited accommodations available within Yosemite. As visitation at the
Grand Canyon and Yellowstone boomed, Yosemite’s numbers lagged far behind and
Miller saw an opportunity to expand his business ventures and further promote the
interests of California. In late 1905, Miller writes numerous letters to California legislators and Department of the
Interior officials to get the ball rolling on how to secure a concession from the U.S. government, since all properties
within National Parks are leased and concessions granted and managed by the Department of the Interior.1
According to correspondence from Miller, President Roosevelt supposedly extends him a 10-year concession lease
to begin building a large hotel and other chalets throughout the park to operate all aspects of tourist business.
Miller visits Yosemite several times in 1906 as well as the Grand Canyon where he scopes out the Harvey House
concessions and hotel operations onsite. Miller also uses his 1907 European tour to gain inspiration and supplies
for his Yosemite venture. Things seem full-steam ahead for Miller’s grand Yosemite hotel. But there is one major
sticking point. Miller wants a 20-year concession lease in order to raise money through bonds to fund his Yosemite
venture (which according to the documents he needed a minimum 20-year lease to legally raise money through
bonds). According to Miller, both the unstable economy brought on by the Panic of 1907 and the lack of a 20-year
lease make him abandon his plans for a Yosemite hotel in 1907.
This is not the end, however. In 1912, Miller is approached by California legislators to revisit the Yosemite hotel
idea because they feel that in order to properly promote Yosemite and draw the same number of tourists as Yellowstone and the Grand Canyon, there needs to be a grand hotel. They want this hotel up and running by the start of
the Panama-Pacific International Exposition in 1915. Miller says that he can devise a plan and operate the hotel as
long as certain demands are met, including, once again, the 20-year concession lease and a better road connecting
the train station at El Portal to the Yosemite Valley floor, so that tourists could have a less arduous journey from
the station. In December 1912, Congressman Raker of California’s 1st District introduces HR 26737 to extend
20-year concessions in Yosemite with appropriations for $150,000 for the costs of road building.
As the bill slowly makes its way through the House and Senate, Miller again revives his Yosemite plans, this time
working with architect Myron Hunt. He and Hunt preliminarily decide on a location. Miller’s Yosemite hotel was
to be placed on the north side of the Merced River between Yosemite Falls and Union Point/Glacier Point. From the
rudimentary sketches done by Miller’s friend and artist Chris Jorgensen in 1906, the hotel was to have three wings,
with views of Half Dome, Yosemite Falls, and El Capitan. It was going to be constructed of granite and stone to
match the natural surroundings. The swampy marsh between the Merced River and the hotel would be dredged
1

All correspondence from Yosemite section is from the Frank Miller Hutchins Collection of the Riverside Metropolitan
Museum, files A500-190.I.C.25-37, currently housed in the local history section of the Riverside Public Library.

and cemented with natural cobblestones, to create an inlet that when it was still provided a mirror image of Half
Dome that they wanted as a main scenic attraction. Miller busily gets quotes for furnishings, lumber, and freight
costs. He notes that good food, including “wild berries, milk & cream, and best of vegetables” will entice visitors,
as well as John Muir as the hotel host, who according to later correspondence from Miller had agreed to that post.
The bill to get Miller his 20-year lease is very much a Congressional drama. While the bill passes both the House
and the Senate, it is vetoed by President Taft due to language in the bill concerning the appropriations for the road
building. The House overturns Taft’s veto, but the Congressional session is closing before it can be put to a vote in
the Senate. Finally, in April 1913, Miller’s 20-year lease is granted.
Interior Department officials and legislators keep pestering Miller about putting up a bond and beginning work, but
it appears he has trouble finding the money after a big frost in 1913 caused the loss of much of the citrus crop
resulting in the tanking of the Riverside economy, including many of the men putting up money for the hotel. Miller
thinks he will need $500,000 to make the hotel a success. By 1914, nothing has been done. Miller states that
he will gladly turn over the Yosemite project to anyone else who can make a go of it. In 1915, word has spread to
other hoteliers that the government is willing to extend 20-year leases in Yosemite and others begin vying for the
opportunity. The archival record ends there.
What really comes out in the archival materials concerning Miller’s attempts to construct a Yosemite hotel is his
increased frustration being confined to working within the slow pace of government. Miller was used to figuring
things out for himself, and as a private business owner, doing what pleased him. In this case, even though he has a
clear vision of what he wants and what the new hotel must possess to be a success, he is at the mercy of both the
legislative process and federal regulations and he doesn’t like it very much.
Although the Indian Village and Yosemite plans never materialized, we see Miller utilizing similar tactics he successfully implemented at the Mission Inn. The limitations of history, culture, and nature were not definite, but could be
manipulated and made “productive” in service of Miller’s enterprises.
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Riverside historian, Walter

Parks, was the featured
speaker at the Mission Inn
Foundation’s 42nd Docent
Forum held on January
13th, 2019, at the Mission
Inn Hotel & Spa. He gave
a slide presentation titled
“The Bad Old Days,” recalling the evolution of the
Mission Inn following the
death of Frank Miller in 1935 through the hotel being
bought by the Carley Capital Group in 1985. After

of the Mission Inn

Article & photo:
Sue Bartel

Miller’s death, Allis and Dewitt Hutchings struggled to
keep the Inn alive, but they couldn’t recapture the days
of glory. After their deaths, Ben Swig bought the hotel
in 1956, and auctioned many of the original artifacts in
the Court of the Birds. Swig sold the hotel in the 1960s,
followed by a downward spiral of owners and bankruptcies; and a proposal to convert the property to a parking
lot. In 1969, a group of concerned local citizens, who
became the Friends of the Mission Inn, organized to help
rescue the historic hotel and its collections from destruction. They have continued their support for 50 years by
preserving and restoring the art and artifacts that make
the Mission Inn unique.
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The annual Docent and Volunteer Holiday Party was themedth “Raincrosses and Reindeer”

and took place on December 10 . The gala was held in the
Galleria at the Mission Inn Hotel & Spa for the first time. Ninetytwo attendees feasted on the “Taste of Italian” buffet, served in
the Atrio under the stars. Entertainment was provided by The
Lookouts, Bernie Gregory and Matt Bean, and DJ Art Alcaraz.
Dancing was encouraged and numerous door prizes were distributed. It was a beautiful evening for celebrating the season,
socializing with old friends and meeting new ones. The Docent
Association’s Special Events Committee, chaired by Susan Wassman, planned the event and the Mission Inn Foundation helped
to sponsor it.

ourdes Paz
e Williams, L yn Rogers
yn
ob
R
,
ks
ar
ll, Rob
Walt P
Ron McCaski
Kawaguchi,

Ursula Dubé, Gina Cavallo Collins, Steve Lech

Jerry Gordon, Skip Forster, Rachel Builteman

Eleanor Columbo, Sue Bartel,
Penny Boydstun,
Mary Jean Comadena, Joyce Lyo
ns, Eileen Curtis
Martin
Karen Raines, Jean Eiselein, Jan

Macaws Mark Tenth Year at Mission Inn

Photos: Courtesy of Mission Inn Foundation

How time flies! October 21, 2019, will be the tenth anniversary of the “new” macaws who greet guests at the Mission

Inn. To observe the event, let’s take a look back at The INNsider of November/December, 2009. An article on the arrival
of the birds was written by docent Deane Wylie (class of 2006.) Following is a summary of his article.

Macaws Reappear at the Inn
Napoleon and Joseph are back, as every docent has surely heard. For the first time in more than 50 years, the
Court of the Birds is home to two macaws who took
up residence October 21 in a cage near the lobby entrance. Named for the famous birds that lived in the
courtyard for many years during and after Frank Miller’s
time, the new pair (blue-and-gold and scarlet macaws like
their namesakes) spend their days greeting guests and
munching on nuts, seeds and other treats. They also
take daily tours of the hotel – every day one of several
hotel bird-minders takes the pair for a stroll around the
lobby and other areas.
At dusk they retreat to
a basement room near
the rotunda, and then
come out again between 8 and 9 a.m. To
safeguard hotel guests
and staff, a wroughtMacaw caretaker Ron Tallent.
iron fence was recently
Photo: Sue Bartel
erected around the macaws’ cage, to keep fingers and
other body parts at a safe distance from beaks.
The macaws came from the Magnolia Bird Farm in Riverside. The new Napoleon and Joseph are each about
two years old, said Lori Miser of the Bird Farm. Neither
of the birds has much to say at this point, but they will
learn if they are tutored, she said. Macaw life spans are
not as long as sometimes believed, according to Miser;
50 years would be typical.
The original Joseph and Napoleon lived in the Court of
the Birds until their deaths in 1939 and 1956, respectively. Frank Miller acquired Joseph, a scarlet macaw,
sometime in the 1890s, “as a gift from a San Diego
sailor who had recently returned from South America,”
according to Joan Hall in the second volume of Through
the Doors of the Mission Inn. Joseph’s age was estimated at 50 when he died. Joseph made the news when
Albert Einstein and his wife, Elsa, visited the Mission Inn

on Jan. 27, 1931. By that time Joseph “had become
a demanding, mean old bird and few employees wanted
to care for him,” Hall says. The macaw squawked at
the guests departing through the Court of the Birds and
“Einstein came closer to get a better look.” A bellman
with a pole transferred Joseph from a tree branch to
Einstein’s arm. “Joseph became upset standing on an
arm that was moving back and forth,” Hall says, “and
pecked one of the professor’s fingers. While it wasn’t a
serious bite, Hall notes that Einstein “was unable to play
his violin for several days.”
The first Napoleon was a gift to Miller from an unnamed
friend in June 1907. He “proudly rode on the shoulder of his master, Frank Miller, and roamed through the
courtyard and lobby to greet guests,” Joan Hall wrote.
Napoleon, on his death in July 1956, was buried on Mt.
Rubidoux. There is no record of where Joseph was interred, although there are references to remains of other
birds being buried in the Court of the Birds. The earlier
macaws were well-known attractions at the hotel. Frank Miller
was pictured holding both birds,
and his first wife, Isabella, is
memorialized with Joseph in the
stained
glass
panel
behind
the Music Room stage. Inn
bathrooms once were adorned
with macaw tiles, and the birds
are featured in the large floor
medallion at the entry to the
California Room.
With the arrival of the new macaws, docents can
usually draw a smile from tour guests by saying how
interesting it is that the new scarlet macaw is a female,
thus giving the Inn its own royal couple, Napoleon and
Josephine.

41 Annual Mission Inn Run
st

Article : Danielle Trynoski
Photos: Sue Bartel

Over 2,700 participants ran and walked the 1/2 Marathon, 10K, and 5K, including 100 kids in the 1K and
1/2 K events. Docents were everywhere throughout the
event, including Jerry and Nancy Sturmer completing the
5K, Kay Beach running with her office team and Craig
Goodwin supervising
Water Station #2.
DITs James Ranger
and Larry McAdara
were supremely helpful with medals and
t-shirts, in addition to
many other docents
and DITs who came
out to support the
event! The Clark’s
Nutrition Health Fair
& Fitness Expo covered the Main Street
Suzy Clem, Sheila McMahon,
Janell Bahr-Crow, Jill Erlandson
Pedestrian Mall, with
over 65 vendors.

This year’s Run was on Veterans Day and the Mission Inn
Foundation made an extra effort to recognize our Veteran and Military participants. These runners received a
unique t-shirt with a sleeve patch to mark their special
status, and a discount on their entry. All finishers received a participant medal, which were red, white, and
blue to honor the Centennial of Armistice Day. Another
new feature was the Veterans Recognition Ceremony at
the Finish Line Main Stage, led by Ward 1 City Council

Member
Gardner.

Mike

Beer
gardens,
growing in popularity at local
running events,
made a comeback to the Mission Inn Run this year through a new
partnership with Wicks Brewing Company. Runners
appreciated the free drink with their entry, and the opportunity to sample 6 different brews offered by several
breweries based in Riverside. The beer garden was open
to the public and drinks were available for a tidy price
of $5.00.
The Mission Inn Run is a long-standing fundraiser for the
Mission Inn Foundation. The final count for this year’s
run is expected to net over $70,000 for the educational
outreach programs and the historic preservation projects
of the MIF. Staff and board members of the MIF, including Ruben Ayala and Gary Christmas, were the main coordinators behind this year’s run, with Danielle Trynoski
acting as the primary 2018 event director. The team
is already looking ahead to the 42nd Annual Mission
Inn Run slated for November 9-10, 2019, as they wrap
up this year’s details. If any docents or volunteers are
interested in serving on the planning committee for this
signature Riverside event, please contact Danielle or MIF
Executive Director, Gina Cavallo Collins, to learn more
about the meeting schedule and planning process.

INNsider Resignation

This notice is to inform you that I am resigning my position as editor of the INNsider, as of

this issue. The job has been tremendously fulfilling to me in numerous ways over the past
five and one-half years. I especially enjoyed working with graphic designer, Brenda Jackson,
and the MIF staff. I feel it’s time to give someone else the opportunity to serve the Mission
Inn Foundation and the Docent Association in this capacity. I wish the INNsider continued
success.
									Signing off,
									Sue Bartel

Curio Shop:

		The

On September 28

th,

Unexpected Artifacts of the Mission Inn

the Mission Inn Foundation hosted
an exhibit opening reception for its newest exhibit,
Curio Shop: The Unexpected Artifacts of the Mission
Inn. Nearly 70 people attended the reception to peruse
unique and rarely seen historic artifacts. On display are
a devil with three faces
that used to be exhibited in the Lea Lea Room;
two wooden angels from
the now torn-down Madison Square Presbyterian
Church in New York
City, the same church
from where Frank Miller acquired eight Louis
Comfort Tiffany stainedglass windows; and a
collection of artifacts
that were stolen and
eventually returned to
the hotel including the
Devil with three faces
Zona Gale nameplate
from Authors’ Row; and a gnome purloined by an inebriated military man in the 1940s. Since most Cabinets
of Curiosity included elements from the natural world,
the Mission Inn Foundation borrowed some specimens
from the San Bernardino County Museum, including a

ocent

ouncil

ember

Article: Karen Raines,
Collections Manager
Photos: Sue Bartel

jar with a Gila Monster, a goat skull, and a taxidermied
blue-footed booby. We had to borrow these items since
Frank Miller did not tend to collect these types of objects, preferring art to animal horns, bells to botanical
pressings, and statues to stuffed specimens.

Karen Raines & Gina Cavallo Collins at reception
NY Presbyterian Church wooden angel behind Karen

Cabinets of Curiosity are historically important because
they served as the precursor to the modern museum, and
many of the most prestigious museums in the world began as personal collections. Mission Inn founder Frank
Miller differed from many of these avid collectors because he was willing to sell items to others. Always the
consummate businessman, Frank was looking to make
money but, more importantly, he sought to share interesting objects with his curious guests.
This exhibit was generously supported by AB Personnel
Services, a local Riverside company.
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Become a member of the governing and policy-making body
of the Docent Association by joining the Docent Council — a
great group of dedicated docents!

(The INNsider). This invitation is open to all active and emeritus docents who have at least one year of experience as a
docent, and who are in good standing.

The Docent Council’s Nominating Committee is looking for
five new members to join the Council beginning July 1st,
2019. The Council consists of 15 voting members who serve
a three-year term. Meetings are held on the second Monday of each month (except December) at 7:00 p.m. at the
Mission Inn. Council members must serve on at least one of
the Docent Association Standing Committees: Continuing
Education, Docent-of-the-Year, Mentor, Nominating, Peer
Review, Recruitment, Roster, Special Events, or Sunshine; or,
one of the MIF Committees: History Research or Newsletter

Docent Council Application Forms (Appendix F of the Docent Association’s Policies and Procedures) are available in
the Mission Inn Museum or on the MIF website at www.missioninnmuseum.org. Please address mailed applications to
the Mission Inn Museum to the attention of the Nominating
Committee. Applications must be received by the museum
or postmarked by February 28th. If you have questions, you
may contact the Nominating Committee Chair, Judith Runyon, at jarunyon@sbcglobal.net.

41st Docent Forum:
		
“Behind the Scenes: How MIF Exhibits are Developed”
On October 21st, Karen the women of the Mission Inn. Upcoming exhibits will
Raines, Collections Manager and Curator of History
for the Mission Inn Foundation (MIF), described how
exhibitions are designed
and implemented.

include the Inland Empire’s citrus industry, the Friends of
the Mission Inn, Frank Miller and the peace movement,
and Japanese contributions to local history.
The total exhibit process lasts from five to six months
and includes committee and community input, research
and writing, artifact selection, and installation. Karen
works with a dedicated group of
volunteers and other local historians and professionals who devote
their time to the success of the
exhibit. Exhibition deinstallation
(tearing down the old exhibit)
is usually finished in half a day,
but installation can take anywhere from three to four weeks,
Burgess movers securing artifacts
depending on its complexity.

With 47 people in attendance, Karen discussed
how exhibitions come to fruition, from the first kernel of
thought to the last nail. As part of the MIF’s contract
with the City of Riverside, they are required to host two
exhibits each year. Exhibits usually open in March and
September, though outside influences might force the
exhibit opening to be moved up or delayed. The city has
no requirement as to the content but the MIF imposes
its own requirement that each exhibit’s topic is related
to the MIF’s mission to preserve, interpret, and promote
“the cultural heritage of the Mission Inn, Riverside, and If you would like to help install future exhibitions, please
the surrounding southern California communities.” Past contact Karen. She especially needs people with experitopics have included boosterism in Southern California, ence painting and using power tools.
the effect of Duane and Kelly Roberts on the hotel, and

SAVE the DATES for 2019!

Saturday, March 2nd — Friends of the Mission Inn Fundraising Event
Silent Film Screening — Grand Parisian Ballroom
MY BEST GIRL — starring Mary Pickford
Doors open at 12:00 noon, 1:00 p.m. showing
 “Mission Steampunk”
Tuesday, March 5th —
Mission Inn Foundation Benefit Event
5:30 p.m. champagne reception in the Mission Inn Museum
6:00 p.m. event in the Atrio, Chapel, and Galleria of the Mission Inn Hotel & Spa
Saturday, March 16th — Specialty Tour
Women of the Mission Inn (New!)
10:30 a.m. - 11:45 p.m.
MIF Continuing Education Forums:
Sunday, March 31st — 43rd Docent Forum: History of Riverside County, Steve Lech
Sunday, May 5th — 44th Docent Forum: Victoria Club, Dr. Vince Moses

PBS and C-SPAN Film at the Mission Inn Museum
Within

the span of five
days, two film crews
visited the Mission Inn
Museum. On October 11th,
PBS’ “Uncovered in the
Archives” came to discuss
Henry Chapman Ford’s irreplaceable Mission Paintings. Produced by C.J.
Eastman and hosted by
Brad Pomerance, the show
will air on KVCR (local PBS
affiliate) on December 18th
at 8:00 p.m. with a re-run on December 21st at 6:30 p.m.
Interviewed for the episode were Collections Manager
Karen Raines, Mission Inn Foundation board member
and past president Walter Parks, long-time docent and
Mission Inn art expert Barbara Burns, and renowned art
conservator Scott Haskins of Fine Art Conservation Laboratories, who drove all the way in from Santa Barbara
to participate. The episode may be viewed at https://
youtu.be/R1i1yApFw38.
The show focused on the improbable history of these
important paintings. All 38 paintings were damaged in
a flood in the Cloister Walk and put into storage. In
the 1960s, a housekeeper, Mrs. Peterson, threw the
damaged paintings into a dumpster. Patsy O’Toole,
who would eventually become the first president of the
Friends of the Mission Inn, rescued the paintings. Mrs.
Peterson promptly threw the rescued paintings back into
the trash. Patsy rescued them again and hid them away

Article: Karen Raines, Collections Manager

in an area of the hotel that
also housed a number of
pigeons, who did what pigeons do —and they did
it all over the paintings.
Eventually, in the early 1980s, the Friends of
the Mission Inn raised a
significant sum of money
and paid a conservator to
restore the paintings. The
conservator left the paintings to languish in a barn
for years, never restoring them. Finally, the conservator’s employee, Scott Haskins, contacted the Friends
and agreed to rescue the paintings if he was awarded the
contract. The Friends agreed and Scott finished the restoration of 36 of the paintings in the late-1980s. Two
paintings were never given to Scott for restoration and it
is unclear where they had been. Unfortunately, only the
original frames remain for those two paintings.
Shortly after PBS was onsite, C-SPAN visited various
sites throughout Riverside including the Mission Inn,
University of California Riverside, and the Citrus Heritage Park. At the Mission Inn, they interviewed Karen
Raines and local historian and published author Steve
Lech. C-SPAN is focusing on the history of Riverside and
the importance of the Mission Inn to the city. It aired
on December 1st and 2nd and is available on their website
https://www.c-span.org/citiestour.

QUARTERLY EYE ON EDUCATION
The 2018-2019 Docent Training Program commenced

this September with a new group of trainees. It is wonderful to have a large class this year. As in years past,
training classes are presented on different topics including local history, architecture, the MIF, how to be an effective docent assistant; and they practice giving tours.
Trainees have been busy working with their mentors, and
observing and assisting tours. In January, trainees will
begin preparing their tour outlines. Training is already
halfway completed!
We are excited to expand our Hands On History Community Outreach programs to schools in Alvord Unified
School District . This fall, students at Wells and Loma Vista Middle Schools experienced their community through
photography, oral history interviews, and field trips. We
were grateful to
host teachers
and principals
from
several
Alvord schools,
City of Riverside
council
members, and
Representative
st
(CA 41 District) Mark Takano (a former Alvord student)

as history interviewees. Mary Frances Keiser joined us
as a Program Instructor this fall. We look forward to
her continued work with the program as we return to
Alvord schools and University Heights Middle School in
Riverside this spring.
The 2018-2019 season of First Sundays family programs also started up again in October. Carla Villamil,
a student in the art history department at UCR, joined us
as our First Sundays Intern. Programs for First Sundays
have expanded in size this year. With the program
“going
viral”
on social media,
we have seen an
80-100% attendance increase
each
month!
October’s program highlighted
make-your-own
gargoyle masks.
November saw turkeys made with mini-tangerines. And
this December, we made snow globes. First Sundays
are free for children and families, and are offered the
first Sunday of each month (October through May) from
1:00-4:00 p.m.

ear Nominations
Know a docent who is exceptional, going above and
beyond the initial requirement of conducting and assisting tours? Perhaps they serve on the Docent Council,
Council Committees or MIF Committees, at the Museum
desk, with Youth Ambassadors, during the Mission Inn
Run, help install Museum exhibits, conduct specialty
tours, or make presentations. If they are docents in
good standing, or emeritus docents, nominate them for
2019 Docent-of-the-Year!

Article & photos: Kanani Hoopai,
Director of Education

!

are available in the Mission Inn Museum or on the MIF
website at www.missioninnmuseum.org. Nominations may be made by any active or inactive docent,
docent emeritus, or MIF staff member. Please address mailed applications to the Mission Inn Museum
to the attention of the Docent-of-the-Year Committee. Applications must be received by the museum or
postmarked by February 28th. Voting will take place
in March. If you have questions, you may contact the
DOTY Selection Committee Chair, Kim Cunningham, at
Docent-of-the-Year (DOTY) Nomination Forms (Appendix kcunningham@calbaptist.edu.
G of the Docent Association’s Policies and Procedures)

Keeping Up with the Friends of the Mission Inn

Articles: Sue Bartel

Silent Film:

The silent film My
Best Girl starring Mary Pickford
has been chosen for the Friends of the Mission Inn’s
popular annual fundraiser. The event will take place
in the Grand Parisian Ballroom on March 2nd, with
an original score played by renowned organist Mark
Herman on the 1903 Kimball pipe organ. Beginning
January 2nd, 2019, tickets will be available through
Friends’ board members or at the Mission Inn Museum
desk. The benefit is to boost the Friends’ accounts for
repair and restoration of the art and artifacts at the
Mission Inn. Count on some select items to be part of
this year’s Opportunity Drawing.

Latest Restoration: The latest restoration project of the

Friends was the refurbishment of two pastel paintings
of DeWitt and Allis Hutchings, painted between 1942
and 1947 by artist Penrhyn Stanlaws at the Mission
Inn Hotel. The portraits were purchased by the Friends
in 1983. They were refurbished by Fine Art Conservation Laboratories in Santa Barbara under the direction of
art conservator Scott Haskins, who also restored Henry
Chapman Ford’s mission paintings. It has not yet been
decided where the Hutchings’ portraits will be displayed.

O ld Towne Orange Trip

On October 6th, the Mission Inn Foundation revived its
excursion series with a trip to Old Towne Orange! This
outing was only available for Foundation
members and included
transportation, lunch,
and a private tour at
Chapman University’s
brand new Hilbert
Museum of California Art. The group enjoyed a friendly
day with staff members Danielle Trynoski and Gina Cavallo Collins, with plenty of shopping and a surprise gift
from the Museum Store on the way home! After an efficient train ride to the historic Orange station, there was
time for shopping the charming Orange Plaza, aka “The
Circle”, before lunch at the Citrus City Grille. A short

Planting of the Descendant Parent Navel Orange Tree:

Plans are being finalized
to have a descendant of
the parent navel orange
tree (the scion was taken
from the living parent orange
tree located at Magnolia and
Arlington Avenues) planted
in the Spanish Patio at the
Mission Inn in mid-March,
replacing the previous one
that died. The three-year-old
orange tree is six-feet tall. It
is in a container and is maintained at the UCR off-campus site of the Citrus Clonal Protection Program (CCPP)
Rubidoux Quarantine Facility (RQF). This facility is approved by the state and federal government to operate
in the Huanglongbing (HLB) quarantine area.

50th Anniversary: The Friends will be celebrating their

50th Anniversary on May 2nd, and will be combining
their annual meeting with the event, to be held in the
Grand Parisian Ballroom.

Article & photos: Danielle Trynoski

walk to the Hilbert Museum of California Art followed
lunch, where Hilbert Director Mary Platt led the group
on a comprehensive tour of the exhibitions.
After two hours of touring, most of the group went
across the street to the Streamliner Lounge in the historic
train station. After exploring this beautifully
renovated space, the
group hopped back on
the train to Riverside.
The Foundation is
Gina Cavallo Collins, Louise & Eugene
excited to reveal more
Mitchell, David & Penny Boydstun, Dauris
excursions in 2019,
Slaughter, Dorothy White
so look for details coming soon!

