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The Great Race - Riverside
Saturday June 22nd was a beautiful day in downtown Riverside for the start of the Hemmings Motor News Great Race.
The race is a time speed endurance rally for vintage cars (before 1974 model year). The course started at the Mission Inn Hotel
and Spa with much fanfare from the City of Riverside Chamber of Commerce. Ford Model A’s lined the parking lot across from the
Municipal Auditorium. The Model A’s were provided by the local chapter of MAFCA. Contestants came from as far away as New
York.
Racers proceeded to the Route 66 Museum in Victorville, California where a luncheon was served, before finishing the
day in Lancaster, California. The first leg was won by 2-time Grand Champion team of Howard (father, driver) and Doug (son,
navigator) Sharp. This team eventually won the overall event. The Race concluded on Sunday June 30th in Tacoma, Washington
after passing through 4 states (California, Nevada, Oregon, and Washington) and traveling over 2,300 miles.
This is the first time the rally has started in Riverside but not the first time through Riverside. In 1983 the race started at
Knott’s Berry Farm in Buena Park, California on its way to Indianapolis Motor Speedway in Indiana. This year was another first for
the rally – the first time the race was entirely on the West Coast.
The Hemmings Motor News Great Race was inspired from the 1965 movie “The Great Race” starring Jack Lemmon, Tony
Curtis, Natalie Wood and Peter Falk. The comedy was well received and became a cult classic, which thereby resulted in a spate
of road rally movies in the mid-1970’s. Gumball Rally (1976), Cannonball Run (1976), Smokey and the Bandit (1977), Speed Zone
(1989), Speed (1994) and Fast and Furious (2001). It also inspired several actual races such as the Cannonball Baker “Sea to
Shining Sea” Memorial Trophy Dash, the American Gumball Rally and the current Gumball 3000 International, which is run in
Europe and is billed as a “road trip”. The Great Race even inspired the video game “Grand Theft Auto”.
So, when did the love of automobile racing (in its many forms) develop? As close as can be determined, it began as not
only a way for the infant automobile industry to promote the different models and manufacturers but also the reliability of the
fledging vehicles. The trend waxed and waned over the decades. Road rallies also turned into other forms of auto racing. And the
rest, as they say, is history!

Photo by Hemmings Motor News Staff Photographer

Frank Miller Civic Achievement Award 2019
The Grand Parisian Ballroom was filled to overflowing on June 5th as family and friends gathered to witness Mrs. Ofelia
Valdez-Yeager receive this year’s Frank Miller Civic Achievement Award, which is presented to individuals who have provided
outstanding service, leadership and support in the Riverside Community.

Photo by K. Raines

Many of Mrs. Ofelia Valdez-Yeager’s endeavors have involved working with youth and students while employed as a bilingual resource teacher for Riverside Unified School District Board of Trustees. Other programs and initiatives supported by
Valdez-Yeager are Upward Bound; the building of the Cheech Marin Center for Chicano Art, Culture and Industry (aka “The
Cheech”); and the Latino Network. Valdez-Yeager also served as the Mayor’s administrative on Latino issues and served on the
Mission Inn Foundation Board of Trustees. Even in “retirement”, she still finds time to serve on numerous community boards and
committees.

Photo by D. Trynoski

Mrs. Valedez-Yeager is truly a Riverside role model for youth . . . ah heck, everyone in Riverside can be inspired to be a
little more civic minded!!
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Cue the Graduation March
Many family and friends joined the Mission Inn Foundation and the MIF Docent Council in welcoming the
23 members of the class of 2019 to the ranks of active docents!
2019 Graduates:

Cheryl Barnett
Connie Costello
Jeff Girod
Jordana Jacobs
Ted McKinney
Renee Osborn-Aldana
Trey Pitruzzello
Roberta Watson

Trina Boutwell
Hazel Curtis
Henrietta Hamilton
Larry McAdara
Becky Mayo
Eileen Phillips
James Ranger
Celina Wilson

Katherine Bretz
Gillian Erlandson
James Henderson
Ron McCaskill
Janet Nichols
Joseph Phillips
Jean Swan

The balmy early spring night provided a pleasant background for the Graduation Meet and Greet held in
the Atrio. A wonderful Mexican buffet and dessert bar was provided by the Mission Inn Hotel and Spa and
served under the St. Joseph Arcade. The graduates, family, and guests gathered in the Galleria for dinner and
the graduation ceremony which followed.
This year in addition to the new docents, the Foundation recognized those who have served for 2 years
(2017 graduates); 5 years (2014 graduates); 10 years (2009 graduates); 20 years (1999 graduates); and 30
years (1989 graduate). Recognition was given to the 2019 Young Ambassadors; retiring and incoming docent
council officers; and retiring docents. Two of our docents were awarded Emeritus status: Robyne Williams and
Sue Bartel. Jerry Gordon was named Docent of the Year (see following article).
A memorial Moment of Silence was held for the 6 docents who have gone on to docent at a new venue.

Steve Lech receiving his 30 year service award from Dani Trynoski
Photo by S. Bartel
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Introducing 2019 Docent of
the Year –
Jerry Gordon
Dr. Jerry Gordon had his first involvement with the Mission Inn during the 1980’s. As
Director of Media Resources at UC Riverside, he and his department were approached by
financial representatives attempting to find buyers for the Mission Inn Hotel, which was
being restored at that time. This resulted in the creation of video promotions used to “sell”
the idea of owning the Inn. Although the videos did not produce a buyer at that point, it was
successful in bringing attention to the massive restoration project.
That exciting involvement led to Jerry becoming a docent in 1998, after his retirement.
Prior to his employment at UC Riverside, he was an Associate Professor of Communication
Media at the State University of New York in Alfred and a teacher/administrator with the
public schools of New York State. He also worked in broadcast television in his hometown
of Rochester, New York. All of his education was completed in New York State including
high school, college and his Ed. D. in 1979.

Jerry Gordon (standing next to Linda Ward) receiving his Docent of the Year Award presented by Barbara Burns
Photo by S. Bartel
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Two Trees on The Tour Route
(Part II)

By Karl Healton, Mission Inn Foundation Docent

“Although damaged by lightning in 1840, the tree continued to stand as a landmark until 1905. In 1903 workmen repairing
a culvert near the tree had caused what later proved to be irreversible seawater [sic] damage to its roots. William Randolph Hearst
bought the plot of land on which the tree stood with the intention of asking Congress to cede further land to construct a memorial
park around the tree and preserve it from future intrusions. However, in July 1904 the tree was declared dead, and a year later it
was cut down and thrown into Monterey Bay. [5][6]
“When

Ramon Mestres, the pastor of the Cathedral of San Carlos Borromeo, [not the Mission Carmel, but the Cathedral of
Monterey at the Presidio] discovered what had happened, he had the tree hauled out of the bay by local fishermen and brought to
the grounds of the cathedral… The trunk… was preserved with crude oil and creosote and the parts, which had been eaten away,
were filled with concrete. [7]
The remains of the tree were then erected on a pedestal in the gardens at the rear of the cathedral. A commemorative plaque was
placed at its foot….[6]
“…Local craftsmen [made] chairs out of some of its branches, two of which [were] donated to the Native Sons of the
Golden West. One of the chairs, owned by California State Parks was exhibited at the Panama Pacific International Exposition
and was on display at the Pacific Grove Museum of Natural History in 2015 and 2016. [6]
“In 1908, a granite Celtic cross with a bas-relief portrait of Junipero Serra…was erected near the original site of the
tree…and is now a California Historical Landmark. [8][9]” [number not stated]. **
“…The preserved tree eventually decayed beyond repair and was removed from the cathedral grounds, leaving only the
plaque which had been placed beneath it in 1905. However, pieces of the tree are on display at the San Carlos Cathedral
Heritage Center and the Carmel Mission museum. [6]”
It is also interesting to note that Father Serra after initially saying Mass at the great oak tree eventually moved his
sanctuary; it is said, 400 yards Southeast to be approximately twice the range of possible bombardment from naval cannons. This
sanctuary still exists today as the Cathedral of Monterey and is located at the Presidio of Monterey. Docents at the Cathedral claim
that this building is the only physical structure that exists today in which Father Serra actually set foot inside, although ironically it
is not considered one of the 21 California Missions. All of the other California Mission structures that we recognize today were
constructed after Father Serra’s death.
Most of the early mission construction was supervised by Father Serra’s protégé Father Fermin Francisco de Lasuen.
[Initials “PFFL” in the rotunda]. Father Serra established the sites and locations for Mission San Diego de Alcala (1769), San
Carlos Borromeo del Rio Carmelo (1770), San Antonio de Padua (1771), San Gabriel, Arcangel (1771), San Luis Obispo de
Tolosa (1772), San Francisco de Asis (1776), San Juan Capistrano (1776), Santa Clara de Asis (1777), and San Buenaventura
(1782). “Father Serra passed away in 1784 while waiting for the long-delayed permission to dedicate Mission Santa Barbara.” [10]
Initially the mission sites consisted of thatched roof shelters of a temporary nature. Later construction would yield the adobe walls,
arches and tile roofs that we recognize today as mission architecture.
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** According to the California National Historical Landmark website #128 Landing Place of Vincaino and Serra is located on the
SW corner of Artillery and Pacific Streets. – LRL

Photo by Kristen (Krimp) Fuentes

“We Have a New Look”
The Docent Council has reviewed and approved a new and improved logo for Docent camp shirts. The words “Mission
Inn” have been moved to below the Raincross bottom bar and the word “Foundation” has been added. The font has been changed
so that it is cleaner and more visible.
The camp shirts (in Foundation Approved colors of Ivory, Black, Green and Blue) with the NEW Raincross
Monogramed Approved Logo are the ONLY camp style shirts approved to be worn during official tours. No, you may no longer
wear the old-style camp shirts!!!!!
Purchase of the shirts is voluntary, not required. Shirts come in men’s and women’s sizes and are available in ivory,
black, green and blue. Camp shirts are $34.98 plus $10 for the embroidery. No cost difference between men’s and women’s shirts
(XXL sizes are more expensive).
Our vendor is Fully Promoted (it used to be called EmbroidMe) at 7001 Indiana Avenue #2, Riverside, 92506. The
phone number is (951) 682-0086. The owner is Stan Skrocki, who has been very helpful with this project. Hours are 10-6pm
Monday through Friday, Saturday by appointment and closed on Sundays.
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Greetings from your Docent Council!

It’s a new year for the Docent Council! Officers and committee chairs were formally recognized at the July 8th meeting. New
Officers for 2019-2020 are Judith Runyon, Chair; Katherine Evans, Vice-Chair; and Linda Ward, Secretary. We look forward to a
fun and productive year serving you and the Mission Inn Foundation (MIF).
A special welcome to all docents who would like to attend the monthly meetings of the docent council and see just what we are
doing for you. Meetings are on the second Monday of each month (except December) at 6:30 p.m. at the Mission Inn Hotel (check
the kiosk in the lobby for the room).
If you are curious about what the different committees do, then contact the committee chair! They are always looking for new
members.
The committee chairs for 2019-2020 are as follows:
Continuing Education - George Pehlvanian pehlvanian@gmail.com
Recruitment – Dottie Smith dottiesm@msn.com
Special Events – Jean Eiselein jeiselein@yahoo.com
Docents who have completed two years as a docent may apply to the following committee chairs:
Mentor – Patricia Ryan pmryan1298@icloud.com
Peer Review – Brenda Jackson mojacmanor@aol.com
The MIF History Research is chaired by Nanci Larsen – larsen@missioninnmuseum.org
Every three years the INNLaws and the Policies and Procedures (P&P) are required to be reviewed. That occurred this past year.
The new/amended INNLaws and P&P are now on All Access in the MIF website, for your review.
Changes in the INNLaws now include: a definition of a “docent”; a decrease in the number of tours required for 2nd year docents
from 48 to 36; and limited the number of UTS and other specialty tours to meet annual tour requirements to a combined total of
six.
The P&P changes include minor modifications to the dress code regarding hats and official logo shirts; the tour year is defined as
May-April; defined which Docent Council matters to be handled in Executive Session; and that Peer Review Reports are to be
provided to reviewed docents within 45 days.
By the time you read this issue of the INNsider a new docent training class will have begun with Steve Lech as the Director of
Docent Training. Congratulations Steve!
We look forward to seeing you at one of our monthly Docent Council meetings! Please feel free to contact me with questions or
concerns at jarunyon@sbcglobal.net. I’m here for you!
Thank you for your service and love as a docent of the Mission Inn Foundation!
Judith Runyon
Docent Council Chair
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Frank, Trains and a Kite?!?
By Linda Ward, Docent

We have all heard the story of Frank Miller, dressed as a monk carrying a basket of ripe juicy Navel Oranges, boarding the
train in San Bernardino and exiting at the Colton railroad stop where his brother Ed waited to transport Frank back to the
Glenwood Mission Inn so he could change his attire and greet the guests who arrived for luncheon after having followed the lovely
shaded walk way (pergola) from the train depot. “So, how did you hear about my hotel?” he would query.
But have you ever wondered to yourself “Why would Frank Miller think he could entice train passangers who had
purchased tickets going from point A to point B to get off in Riverside? Let alone have lunch there?” Well the answer is simple
enough – Excursion Trains!!
In Southern California, the heyday of the excursion train was from 1880- 1915. It was a sightseeing adventure with the
unterior motive of promoting the majestic snow-capped San Gabriel and San Bernardino Mountain ranges and mile after mile of
beautiful orange trees laden with fruit waiting to harvested. The trip was touted as “interesting, delightful, and exhilerating.”
In 1885 with the arrival of the California Southern Pacific Railway into San Bernardino, city officials and other prominent
citizens began planning ways to promote not only the citrus industry but also the availability of land for development. In 1892 the
eastern loop (aka “The Loop”) through Redlands and Mentone was finished. The total track was 166 miles long. The one day trip
left from Los Angeles at 8:30 each morning and returned at 630 each evening. The cost for a one day pass was about $.1250 and
it is estimated California’s population increased by 348,000 people for 1880-1890 due to the Kite Track Excursion Train.
The Kite Track as it became known was used not only for tourist excursions but also by mail service, packing houses, and
freight companies. (How else would Frank get his ‘stuff’ delivered?) Why was the nickname “The Kite Track” used? Well for one, it
was a catchy title and looked good on the brochures. Also the track was a one way loop roughly in the shape of a lop-sided kite
(before “the Loop” was added). Another was the ability to travel without all the dust from the horse (or mule) and buggy.
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So back to the monk on the train. Side excursions were available at Redlands and Riverside. During the two hour lay over
you could shop, have lunch (Where had that nice monk recommended?), walk the orange groves, or climb Mt. Rubidoux
(Riverside only). Initally, passes were issued for one day only. Later they were issued in books or for up to eight days enabling you
to enjoy a visit with relative or stay overnight at the Glenwood Mission Inn partaking of the gracious hospitality offered by the Miller
Family.
Oh, don’t forget to stop at the Southerland Packing House (Old Spagetti Factory) when you re-board. After all, everyone
need a crate of those wonderful oranges without the seeds!!!!

We have a new tour reservation system!!
Booking for the regular daily tours is now handled online!! July/August was the “shake down” period and
all the bugs were worked out. Training for the desk volunteers was completed at this time.
Be sure to inform friends and family of this new service. Yes, they can book tickets on the regular tours
for tours during the Festival of Lights (November 29, 2019 to January 5, 2020) or for any other time, naturally.
Guests can book tickets through our website at http:www.missioninnmuseum.org
Just as an FYI (for your information) the cost of the tours during this time will be as follows:
Regular Tours before 3 p.m. - $20.00 ages 12 and older; $5.00 ages 3 – 11
Regular Tours after 3 p.m. - $25.00 ages 12 and older; $10.00 ages 3 – 11

NO DISCOUNTS OF ANY KIND WILL BE HONORED
DURING FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS!!!
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Those Faces on a Mission Inn wall
are fakes!!
“It isn’t illegal to think you’re violating the law when in fact you aren’t.”
By Tom Patterson, The Press Enterprise

Tom Patterson (a local historian, author and journalist) published this in the April 10th, 1994 edition of the Press Enterprise local section in his
column “The County’s Past” about the faces on the Mission Inn Avenue fence. – LRL

Frank Miller of the Mission Inn was a man to get things done, cutting red tape if necessary. Indeed, his buying and
importing the intricate 18th Century altar from Guanajuanto, Mexico (now in the Inn’s St. Francis Chapel), wasn’t exactly in
harmony with Mexican law. *
That being the case I assumed that the same informality would apply to the archaeology appearing faces imbedded in the
brick wall, or fence, running to the north and west of the Inn’s corner at Seventh (renamed Mission Inn Avenue in 1995) and
Orange Streets in Riverside.
The parts of the fence are joined by large chain links that were acquired from the 1915 San Francisco World Fair, which
presumably dates the placement of the faces soon after 1915.
I jumped to the conclusion that they were dug up by nasty guys called pothunters from Aztec ruins in Mexico.
Archaeologists hate such people because they separate cultural objects from their location so they can’t be studied in context. I’m
on the side of the archaeologists, so I looked up Chris Moser, Curator of Anthropology at the Riverside Museum, and asked him:
Were they Aztec, Toltec, Greek, Native American or what?
His answer vindicated Miller, saying, “They’re Twentieth Century fakes. You can buy then anywhere in Mexico.” That is, he
vindicated Miller unless Miller thought he was buying and importing the real thing. It isn’t illegal to think you’re violating the law
when in fact you aren’t, but it should make you feel guilty.
The first thing Chris told me was that archaeologists do more than hate pothunters, that they despise them.
So, I asked Chris to tell what the distorted faces were trying to imitate. One by one he made these identifications, going
west from the corner:
1. Pseudo Toltec (a Mexican civilization dating from 800 to 1300 A.D.) or Aztec (dating from 1300 to 1520 A.D.) Chris
explained that the headband was never on a real Toltec head and that the rings around the eyes suggest Tlaloc, the
rain god.
2. Pseudo Olmec, another civilization. The genuine Olmec would date from about 1000 A.D.
3. A version of Tlaloc, the rain god.
4. A theatrical Greek face, evidently not from Ancient Mexican tradition. “Just a face in stone.”
5. Another face in stone, unidentifiable.
Starting from the corner again, going north:
1. “Like an Olmec. The real ones were 10 to 12 feet in diameter, weighing several tons. The massive lips are
characteristic.”
2. Could be American Indian.
3. Mexican. No specific identification
4. A European metal plaque. (Miller collected many artifacts in Europe).
5. Just a round face.
6. The rampant lion on the metal plaque suggests England, but the scimitar suggests the Muslim world.
7. Another face.
8. “Honneur et Patrie” ** in bronze. Perhaps another piece selected in Europe.
9. Another face.
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Miller once said to a younger friend, “Dramatize what you do.” He followed his own advice in matters that could be
dramatized. Collecting and exhibiting stone faces and medallions could be a form of dramatization. In any case, it makes people
curious.

Faces from the front wall. Photos by B. Burns

Since Halloween is approaching and Riverside has many mischievous youths, watch out for the faces to take on
costumes. In the past, the faces have sported stick on mustaches, making them look quite debonair.

A note about Thomas W. Patterson – He was born in the Yuma Valley, Arizona Territory in 1909 the second of ten
children. His interest in Journalism was sparked early as a high school correspondent for the Long Beach, CA Press-Telegram. He
attended USC majoring in English where he was the editor of the USC Daily Trojan. He joined the Riverside Press-Enterprise in
1946 where he remained for 27-1/2 years. While living in Riverside, he became involved in many of the area historical
commissions, associations, and boards. He wrote several books about Riverside and Riverside County and the wonderful
treasures to be found here. He passed away in early 2006. LRL
*It has since been established that Frank Miller was within the law when he purchased the Reyes Retablo. – LRL
** Translated mean Honor and Fatherland or Honor and Country. It is the motto of the French Foreign Legion.

The Legion of Honour[a] (French: Légion d'honneur, IPA: [leʒjɔ̃ dɔnœʁ]) is the highest French order of merit for military
and civil merits, established in 1802 by Napoleon Bonaparte and retained by all later French governments and régimes. –
LRL
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From the Editor’s Desk
Since becoming Editor, I have run across soooo many
wonderful topics for articles. Many of them from docent
suggestions. I look forward to presenting these articles in
the coming months.

As always – suggestions, ideas, questions (and
answers) are welcome. I keep a running list which includes
who suggested the idea or asked the question. Drop me a
quick e-mail at innsider@missioninnmuseum.org.

I am especially glad Judith Runyon came to me with
the suggestion of a column from the Docent Council.
Please remember the Council is for all docents. You may
attend even if you have not been elected to the Council.
Meetings are the 2nd Monday of each month (except
December) at 6:30 p.m. See the kiosk in the Hotel Lobby
for meeting room.

Quick note – I am trying to get a feel for who wants the
Inn-sider mailed, e-mailed, or printed for mailing or pick up
in the museum. Please fill out the form located on the back
desk (where you pick up the tour route availability sheets).
Or drop me a quick e-mail with your preference. This will
help contain costs.

I have also been working on an index to all the past
issues and it will be a work in progress for a while.

Until next issue –

Lynette

Unless otherwise noted, all articles and pictures are attributable to the Editor.
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